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Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 

What’s your great 
commission story?
The Great Commis-

sion works! You 
are living proof. 

Not long before Jesus 
ascended to heaven, 
He gave the Church 
the mission of making 
disciples of all nations. 
Here it is from Matt: 
28:19-20:

“Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teach-
ing them to observe all that I have 
commanded you.”

We call these words of our Lord the 
Great Commission. What is your 
Great Commission story? That 
is, how did Jesus make you 
one of His disciples?

My story begins with Calvin 
and Kathleen Sailer, my 
parents (my dad, a Lutheran; 
my mom, Evangelical and 
Reformed), who took me to be 
baptized at St. John’s Evangelical 
and Reformed Church in Hebron, 
N.D., on an August Sunday morning. 
The pastor baptized me in the name of 
the Triune God. Then and there, God 
brought the full force of His saving 
work to me through that triple splash 
of water, connected with the powerful 

Word of God. And I became God’s 
child.

I was kept God’s child as my mom 
and dad made sure I went to church 

and Sunday school. I remember a 
few discipline sessions when I 

wasn’t a very nice little boy in 
church too! Still, my parents 
persisted. And I grew in 
knowledge and faith through 
hearing God’s Word.

A special time of growth 
happened in confirmation class 

when, in seventh grade, Pastor Wit-
tmayer brought the full force of God’s 
Law in a memorable session. He told 
us how we were poor, miserable sinners 
and that we deserved hell for our sins. I 
spent the next week trying to figure out 
how to avoid hell! 

That’s when early plans of entering the 

ministry hit me: God would surely not 
condemn a pastor to hell, would He? 
(Subtle works righteousness it was — 
salvation by vocation!) The next week, 
though, Pastor brought the sweetest 
Gospel: Jesus, the Son of God, took our 
place on the cross, suffered the hell we 
deserve, died to pay for our sins, then 
rose to prove it’s all true. I was saved 
not by my works or goodness (or by 
becoming a pastor), but by His work 
and grace.

I was so thankful for what God had 
done for me that I began to want to live 
all the more according to His com-
mandments, and I wanted to share the 
Good News with others. My high school 

See MESSAGE, page 8
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Tour the Holy Land

You are invited to join the Rev. 
Nabil Nour, a native of Israel; 
born in Nazareth, on a journey to 

Israel for an experience of a lifetime. 
The group will depart from Minneapo-
lis on Oct. 4 and return on October 17. 

Walk where Jesus walked, where every 

page of the Bible is seen alive in its orig-
inal context. 

▶ Cruise the Sea of Galilee. 
▶  Climb the Mount of Olives and view 

the Old City of Jerusalem. 
▶  Visit Tabgha, scene of the Miracle of 

the Loaves and Fishes. 
▶  Visit the Mount of Beatitudes, site of 

the Sermon on the Mount and where 
Jesus chose His 12 apostles.

▶  Walk the Via Dolorosa to the Church 
of the Holy Sepulcher.

▶ Stroll in the Garden of Gethsemane.
▶ Visit Bethlehem.
▶ Visit the Church of the Nativity.

During this 13-day tour, you will experi-
ence the sounds, smells and sights of two 
civilizations, the old and the new. You 
will stand at the crossroads of history 
and feel the vibrant influence of how this 
land shapes all other lands.

Along with visiting sights, the group will 
go off the beaten path and have personal 
and daily devotions. The Bible will be 
the map and guide. 

Please join this blessed adventure

For more information contact Nour at 
preachermanfootwasher@gmail.com or 
605-526-3571.
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The Main Street Living (MSL) Board 
of Directors last fall approved the start 
of an MSL branch in the North Dakota 
and Minnesota North districts, via the 
Fargo, N.D., FOX-TV affiliate. Broad-
casts there began Jan. 1 with North 
Dakota and Minnesota pastors taping 
the worship service segments. 

The South Dakota production staff is 
currently doing the production work 
of MSL “North,” but is also training a 
team in the Fargo-Moorhead area to 
take over this work. The South Dakota 
District “episodes” of “Kid’s Crossing” 
will be used for a segment of the hour-
long program for the foreseeable future. 

The staff of Main Street Living is 
grateful to the Lord of the Church for 
opening this door for the proclamation 
of the Gospel. Very special thanks go 
to Dutch Te Slaa for his tireless efforts 
in seeing to the many details of this 
venture, and to the Main Street Living 

production staff for helping in this new 
media ministry to the north. 

The staff members are:
▶  Chad Zinnel, director/editor
▶  Gene Schultz, technical director
▶  Greg Noble, production assistant
▶  Hal Frentz, cameraman

Main Street Living expands 
to two more LCMS districts

Please pray for the success of MSL “North.”

▶  Lynda Nix and Pat Monroe, interpret-
ers
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Send submissions for the 
district supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher

▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
or  
 ▶  8605 Woodland Dr.;  

Black Hawk, SD 57718
The deadline for the April issue is Feb. 15.

Please send photos with a minimum resolution of 
300 dpi. Digital submissions are preferred. 

CALL INFORMATION
ACCEPTED
▶  The Rev. Silas Mehl, Zion/St. 

John, Canistota/Montrose, 
from Good Shepherd, Car-
thage, Mo., Jan. 6.

▶  The Rev. David Otten, Imman-
ual, Dimock, from Emmanuel/
Christ, Gettysburg/Lebanon, 
Jan. 1.

▶  The Rev. Cory Rajek, Mount 
Calvary, Janesville, Wis., from 
Faith, Pierre, Jan. 8.

PENDING
▶  The Rev. John Fries, Immanu-

el/St. John, Trenton/Chilli-
cothe, Mo., received a call of 
pastor from Grace/Blessed 
Emmanuel, Deadwood/Sturgis 
on Jan. 8.

DECLINED
The Rev. Marty Reed, Zion, 

Poplar Bluff, Mo., from Grace/
Blessed Emmanuel, Deadwood/
Sturgis, Dec. 6.

VACANCIES
▶  Grace/Blessed Emmanuel,  

Deadwood/Sturgis 
▶  St. Paul, Freeman
▶  St. John, Howard
▶  Mount Calvary, Huron  

(associate pastor)

▶  St. Paul, Leola
▶  St. Peter/St. John, Midland, 

Norris
▶  Zion, Sioux Falls (assistant 

pastor)

▶  First/Emmanuel, Wall/ 
Creighton

▶  Immanuel, Dimock
▶  Zion/St. John, Canistota/ 

Montrose

Zion Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls, 
hosted its annual “Streets of Beth-
lehem” on Sunday, Dec. 4, 2016. 
The event takes the participant 
back to busy first-century Bethle-
hem and ultimately to the manger 
to worship our newborn Savior 
and King.

A “journey”  
  to remember
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Pierre Zone 
report

Prayer service
How time flies by, I often wonder. As I 
write this article, it is Dec. 7. It is cold 
and extremely blustery out. It makes 
me want to stay snuggled in a warm 
blanket, sitting on my couch reading a 
good book. This day also marked the 
75th anniversary of Pearl Harbor. Wow 
— 75 years!

It’s hard to gather that in just a few 
short months, it will be time for the 
2017 LWML Convention in Albuquer-
que, N.M. Have you made plans to 

attend? If you have never attended a 
national convention, I highly encourage 
you to make plans. It is one of the most 
uplifting experiences I have ever had. 
I think the Lord knew that the con-
vention was just what I needed at that 
time. I come home filled with the Holy 
Spirit, eager to do His work. 

The Pierre Zone does not have any 
plans set for the Spring Christian Life 
workshops. Our Fall Rally fell through 
due to limited numbers of members. 
Our zone now only has three active 
societies and it is hard to get people to 
attend. I am hopeful, however, that we 
will have a good turnout in the spring. 
I need to remember to put my concerns 
in the Lord’s hands and He will provide. 

Go to LWML.org/prayer-service to down-
load the 2017 Prayer Service, “Celebrating 
75 Years of Commending Christ From One 
Generation to Another. ”

Do you use the prayer service in your soci-
ety, church and zone? Consider gathering 
some people together to worship and pray 
together with the 2017 Prayer Service.

There’s no better way to spend it than 
by serving the Lord and continuing to 
be in His Word. Blessings to you all as 
we journey on in a new year. 
Mary Jo Stier
Pierre Zone President

Perfect love
I enjoy cooking 
and baking. I 
learned by prac-
tice pretty early 
in my life. Being 
the youngest of six 
children, my older 
siblings were out 
and about, my 
mom and step-
dad worked until 
the supper hour 
and I was blessed with the opportunity 
to make supper. I actually enjoyed it — 
that is my memory of it now, anyway! 

Throughout the years, I have cooked 
many meals. If someone expressed that 
they really enjoyed something, I would 
often tell them that it was made with 
“love.” 

As much as I love to cook, it doesn’t 
always turn out like I intend. I remem-
ber baking a cake from scratch once in 
my earlier years, and I forgot to put in 
the flour. When I checked the cake, it 
was bubbling and I realized what I had 
done. We didn’t like to waste ingredi-
ents, so I decided to try putting in the 
flour after I discovered this. For those of 
you who were wondering how to make 
a “rubber cake,” that would be the trick! 

The love that I express, as I prepare 
food for someone, is never perfect. Hot 
dishes burn, an ingredient gets missed, 
desserts get flipped upside down when 
serving them. Is my motivation for 
showing love so others will notice … so 
God will notice … so I can get compli-
ments? 

My love is not perfect. But the love that 

God gives to us, that He showed in 
sending His Son, Jesus to be our Savior, 
is a perfect love. Consider the words of 
1 John 4:10:

“In this is love, not that we have 
loved God but that he loved us and 
sent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins.” 

God’s love is a perfect love. He doesn’t 
change his mind about loving us. He 
doesn’t stop loving us because He found 
someone else to love instead. He loves 
all people and wants us to share that 
love with others, so all people can know 
of Jesus’ love for them! 

A song I like to sing when teaching 
children is “We love, because God first 
loved us” (1 John 4:19). Love is a choice, 
not a feeling. So the next time your 
meal burns, you have a disagreement 
with your spouse, your friend disap-
points you, you are not kind in your 
words or body language or things aren’t 
going your way, you can still choose to 
love, because of and in response to the 
love that Christ showed to us on the 
cross when He forgave our sins.

As you celebrate Valentine’s Day this 
month, I pray that your choice to show 
love is motivated by the love shown to 
you by Jesus!

Lisa Asmus
LWML South Dakota 
District President
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

Living in a loveless world

In the movie, 
“Happy Feet,” the 
main character, an 
emperor penguin 
named Mumble, 
is confronted 
with an age-old 
problem … he is 
terrified by the 
thought of loneli-
ness. His fear was: 
“What if no one 
will ever love me? 
What if I’m alone 
forever?” 

We might say, “Why, that’s irrational.” 
Or, “That’s the kind of attitude that only 
thinks of itself.” Or “I know a couple 
people like that.” Maybe that’s even 
you some days. St. Valentine’s Day is 
a day attributed to love, and has also 
been dubbed by some of my unmarried 
friends “Singles’ Awareness Day!” Who 

will love us? Will their love always be 
there no matter what?

The movie goes on to tell us that Mum-
ble’s fear is real because all the other 
penguins are finding their soulmates 
through their beautiful singing, and 
poor Mumble can’t carry a tune in a 
bucket. He’s doomed to a life of loneli-
ness because he’s not good enough. Will 
he ever find his heart song to attract 
another penguin to love him? 

Good thing that God doesn’t love us 
based on our abilities or skills. Good 
thing that God doesn’t leave us nor for-
sake us because we don’t have the right 
pedigree or perquisites. Good thing we 
don’t ever have to worry about being 
good enough or earning God’s love, or 
that He’s too busy or too preoccupied 
for us. 

God doesn’t love us because of who we 
are, but because of Whose we are. In 
the waters of Holy Baptism, you were 
washed and made perfect in the blood 
of the Lamb. We are a part of the family 
of God and heirs of all His promises. 
How comforting! 

This world certainly judges based on 
height, weight, skin color, team alle-

Register now for convention

“Greater love has no one than 
this, that someone lay down 
his life for his friends.”  
John 15:13

giance, family background, social status 
and the list goes on and on. But this 
world’s love is conditional, limited and 
temporary. God’s love for you in Christ 
is unconditional, unlimited and eternal! 

What an existence to go about this 
life always wondering if you will ever 
be loved, to question if you are always 
good enough. In Christ, we are loved! 
We are good enough! “Nothing can 
separate us from the love of God that is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord!” 

How great it is to have friends like you 
in the LWML South Dakota District 
to love and live the love of Christ. We 
are friends of the risen and living Lord 
Jesus, who calls us “good enough” and 
who loves us now and always.

Is your registration in for the 2017 
convention in Albuquerque June 22-
25? Grab your “bling” and join us for a 
dazzling celebration!

I attended my first LWML conven-
tion in 1999 in Minneapolis on the 
Fourth of July weekend! It was quite 
an experience! I was encouraged by the 
speakers, the mission grants and all the 
activity, and getting reacquainted with 
people I haven’t seen in a while and, of 
course, attending with my mom. I have 
attended five others and look forward 
to each one. This convention will be 

such a blessing as we will celebrate the 
diamond jubilee of LWML and the con-
vention theme, “Jesus Christ Above All.”

Some of this year’s highlights will be:
▶  Deaconess Betty Knapp serving as 

Bible study leader;
▶ Jan Struck portraying Katy Luther;
▶  Ida Mall, LWML president, 1991-95, 

serving as keynote speaker;
▶  Diamond Dazzle; and
▶  Meeting Lutheran Women in Mission 

from all over the United States. 
Lisa Asmus

To register,  
go to  
lwml.org/2017- 
convention
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Rev. Joshua  
Baumann
LWML District  
Counselor
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As the current LWML South Dakota 
District archivist-historian (A-H), I 
would like to go over my list of duties. 
If there is not an A-H in the district, 
zone or society, the responsibility for 
her duties falls onto the shoulders of the 
society, zone or district secretary. 

The following rules are set forth in the 
2016 LWML South Dakota District By-
laws, which are or will soon be located 
at the district website. 

All reports should be signed and sent by 
postal mail in an envelope large enough 
to be able to lay the 8 x 11.5 paper flat. 
Please don’t use staples or paper clips 
to group pages together; instead, use 
a half sheet of paper and enclose it 
around the group.

Zones and societies should keep the 
following: 
▶  Signed copies of executive and board 

of directors meeting minutes. One 
copy gets sent to zone from society. 
Zone sends two copies of zone meet-
ing minutes to district A-H.

▶  Zone and society newsletters.

▶  Zone rally book, which also gets sent 
to district.

▶  Printed materials received from 
leader assemblies, workshops, prayer 
services and other special events. One 
copy should also go to district.

▶  Photos from special events, which 
need to be labeled with the basic 
details — who what, where and when. 
Photos without identification will not 
be kept.

▶  Zone and Society history. These 
should be updated every four years 
and filed.

▶  Current copies of the society, zone 
and district Bylaws. Old Bylaws 
should be kept in an archived file.

Make sure there are no staples in pa-
perwork, photos are kept in an archival 
sleeve (no tape), folding of paper is 
kept to a minimum and all newspaper 
articles are photocopied to archival 
paper. Archival paper should be kept in 
archival file covers. 

Contact me if there ever is a question 
about what to do with certain items.

Financial records are to be kept for 
at least 10 years. It would be better if 
they are in a book, but original receipts 
should be archived for at least seven 
years or until an audit is preformed.

What to 
keep, 
what to 
send in

If someone is taking pictures at an 
event, get the photographer’s name and 
address so copies of the photos can be 
obtained. The archivist-historian dis-
trict office is very much lacking photos 
of events throughout the state over the 
last several years. 

Lastly, the district A-H is planning 
on writing a 75-year history for South 
Dakota’s 75-year celebration in 2018. I 
could use all the help you are willing to 
give, including information, photos and 
stories of events. Please contact me at 
yakatyak@gmail.com.

I want to say thank you to all the pres-
ent, past and future archivist-historians 
of the LWML South Dakota District. 
Without a past, there can be no future.

Kay Nelson
Archivist-Historian

Records • Archives

To all priceless, valuable women (that’s you) —  
Treasured, a bedazzling women’s retreat getaway.

The fun event will be held Friday and Saturday, 
April 20-21, at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Aber-
deen. Look for more details in the March HiLites.

Coming soon
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Ancient pro-life 
document

DISCOVERED
By Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb 
LFL Executive Director emeritus

ctually, the document has been 
around for a long time. What 
needs to be discovered, however, 

is just how pro-life the Apostles’ Creed 
really is. What we profess so often con-
nects so well to the life issues of our day. 
Here are some pro-life thoughts on the 
creed and some related Bible passages. 

Look up the passages and discuss how 
they relate. Add passages of your own!

“I believe in God, the Father Al-
mighty, maker of heaven and earth.” 
Everything created before the creation 
of human life was for the creation of 
human life. The setting God created for 
human life — and the way He created 
human life and the way He continues 
to create human life — gives human life 
special value. 

Psalm 8; Gen. 1:26, 2:7, 2:22;  
Ps. 139:13-14

“And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit…”
The conception of Jesus attests not only 
to His divinity at that moment but also 
to our humanity at that moment. Jesus, 
the embryo, gives value to all embryos. 

Ps. 51:5; Heb. 2:14; Luke 1:30-35

“Born of the virgin Mary…”
That God would come into this world 
at all for the likes of us testifies to His 
great love for life. 

John 3:16; 1 John 4:10

“Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried.”
His suffering is the price that gives 
value to human life; and His suffering 

gives value to human suffering. 

1 Cor. 6:19-20; Gal. 3:13; Heb. 2:18, 
4:15; 2 Cor. 1:5; Rom. 5:2-4, 8:28-39

“He descended into Hell.”
Satan loses! We can resist his tempta-
tions to sin against life. 

James 4:7; Heb. 2:14; Eph. 6:11-17

“The third day He rose again from 
the dead.”
Life wins! We do not strive for victory in 
our pro-life work; we strive in victory.

1 Cor. 15:54-57; Rom. 8:37; Prov. 21:31; 
2 Chron. 20:15

“He ascended into heaven and sits 
at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.”
Jesus is in control of His people, living 
and reigning to all eternity. 

Rev. 5:7-14; Heb. 2:8; 1 Cor. 15:25; Eph. 
1:22 

“From thence He will come to judge 
the living and the dead.” 
Judgment is coming. We need to reach 
out to those who sin against life. 

Matt. 18:5-6, 25:41-46, 5:43-45; 1 Tim. 
2:3-4; Luke 15:7 

“I believe in the Holy Spirit…” 
God’s Spirit calls us to a life of faith. 

Rom. 3:21-26; Luke 12:22-31; Prov. 3:5-
8; 1 Peter 1:6-7 

“The holy Christian Church, the com-
munion of saints…” 
We are called into a caring community. 

Rom. 12:3-13; 2 Cor. 1:4; Gal. 6:2; 
James 1:27 

“The forgiveness of sins…” 
There is no message more powerful for 
those who have sinned against life. 

1 John 1:9; John 8:10-11; Rom. 8:1 

“The resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen.” 
The best is yet to come! We live life 
always in hope. 

John 14:1-3; Rom. 8:18; 2 Cor. 5:1-5; 
Phil. 1:21; Rev. 21:1-4

2017 student 
essay contest
For students in grades 6-12 (any 
Lutheran student or student in a 
Lutheran school)

Sponsored by Lutherans For Life of 
South Dakota, Inc.

1.  Students will write a life-affirm-
ing essay that must be based on 
the 2017 LFL Conference theme: 
“Hope For Life” and 1 Peter 3:15.

2.  Examples of topics the essay 
could deal with are abortion, the 
handicapped, infanticide, cloning, 
stem-cell research, physician-as-
sisted suicide or euthanasia.

See complete rules in the January 
2017 issue of the South Dakota sup-
plement to The Lutheran Witness.

For questions or resources on the 
sanctity of life, go to lutheransforlife.
org.
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years gave me more opportunities to 
grow in faith and share the Gospel, 
especially through a ministry called 
Ongoing Ambassadors for Christ. In 
those meetings, pastors and others 
encouraged me toward the pastoral 
ministry. 

God was “Great Commissioning” me 
in so many ways. He was making and 

keeping me His child and a disciple 
of Christ. He was using me to “Great 
Commission” others, as I witnessed by 
words and deeds of His grace in Jesus 
Christ. He is still using me today.

That’s my Great Commission–Matt. 
28:19-20 story. What’s yours? It is 
uniquely yours, however God is writing 
it. For each of us, however, it’s a story 

On Sept. 24, St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, Seneca, experienced a bit-
tersweet moment in its history as the 
congregation hosted “The Service of 
Closing and the Disposition of the 
Church Building.”

While this service marked the end of 
the congregation’s 109-year history, 
the preacher, Rev. Scott Sailer, South 
Dakota District president, reminded 
the worshipers:

“The church goes on after the church 
doors are closed! Your neighbors near 
and far need you to keep on render-
ing works of mercy for the Kingdom 
of God, to keep on speaking words of 
Gospel blessing. The congregations you 
will join need your help in this work; 
they will benefit from your talents 
and treasures in the work of Kingdom 
building.”

For many years, St. Paul’s had shared 
a pastor with Emmanuel, Gettysburg, 
and Christ, Lebanon. The Rev. Tim 
Koch had been serving as St. Paul’s 
pastor in its last year. Koch, pastor of 
Immanuel, Wecota, and Concordia, 
Cresbard, also served as the liturgist 
for the Service of Closing. 

Encouragement 
offered after  
St. Paul’s closes

‘The Church goes on’

St. Paul’s members, from left, 
(front row) Ella Premus, Louise 
Hoefert, Lois Henry, Charlotte 
Barondeau, Jay Barondeau; (back 
row) Don Liechti, Rick Hoefert and 
Jim Premus.

The cake with a brief list of mile-
stones celebrated at St. Paul’s.

After the service, the worshipers 
enjoyed a time of fellowship and 
refreshments in the Seneca Com-
munity Center.

With the closing of St. Paul’s, the 
South Dakota District now has 
107 congregations.

that won’t end until we reach our heav-
enly home. It’s a story with the certain 
ending: And they lived happily ever 
after. Forever after.

That’s always God’s intended outcome 
in the Great Commission story for 
anyone and everyone.

Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Scott Sailer


